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PACIFIC ISLANDS HERPETOLOGY NO. VII,

ULU W G A T , STATE OF SELANGOR, MALAY (I)
VASCO M. TANNER
Professor of Zoology and Entomology
Brigham Young University

I am pleased to report on a small collection of amphibians and
reptiles collected at Ulu Langat, state of Selangor, Malay in June,
1950 by Lt. Vernon Tipton, an alumnus of this institution and now
with the army medical service, graduate school, Washmgton, D.C.
Lt. Tipton is to be congratulated on the number of specles and specimens returned since this was not his object. These specimens are a
valuable addition to the collections of the University as they add to
the growing list of genera and species from the Pacific and Indian
faunal areas.
The state of Selangor is on the western side of the Malay peninsula situated between the parallels 2"32' and 3"37' N and 100°38'
and 120" E. It is bounded on the north by Perak, on the south by
Negri Sembilan, on the east by Pahang and Negri Sembilan, and on
the west by the straits of Malacca. The coast-line is about 100 miles
in length and the greatest breadth is about 40 miles The total areas is
approximately 3,000 square miles. The state consists of a narrow
strip of land between the mountain range which forms the backbone
of the penincula and the straits of Malacca. Compared with other
states in the peninsula, Selangor is poorly watered. The principal
rivers are the Selangor, the Klang and the Langat. The main port is
Port Sweettenham, located at the mouth of the Klang river. Mining
and rubber planting are the chief industries. In 1941 the total population was estimated at 696,173. The main trunk line of the federated
Malay states railways passes through Selangor. The people of the Ulu
Langat district are engaged mainly in mining and agricultural pur(1) Contrlbutlon No. 130 from tbe Deparbnent of Zoolcgy and Entomology
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suits. Three-fourths of the total area of Malay is heavily forested,
however, this is chiefly on the east coast.
Three species of amphibians and ten species of reptiles are discussed in this paper.
Family PELOBARDAE
MEGALOPHRYS NASUTA (Schlegel)
Schlegel, Handl. Dierk, Breda, 11, p. 57, 1858.
B W 10225 Ulu Langat
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950
State of Selangor
Vernon Tipton)
Malay Peninsula
Length of specimen seventy-two mm; black above, beneath with
mottled grey and white; skin above smooth with a few scattered conical warts; upper eyelld with a distinct horn; ventral surface with
small tubercles.
Family BUFONIDAE
BUFO MELANOSTICIWS Schneider
Schneider, Hist. Amph. I, p. 2l6, 1799.
B W 10222.23 Ulu Langat,
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950
State of Selangor
Vernon 'Ilpton)
Malay Peninsula
Head with prominent bony ridges; snout short, blunt; interorbital space smooth and much broader than the upper eyelid; tympanum distinct; 5 mm. in diameter; first finger longer than the second; toes half webbed; paratoids prominent, reniform, and elongate,
dorsurn and lateral portions with scattered spiny, warts. Length 64
mm.
Color, blackish to brown above, the warts, spines and ridges
black; beneath whitish with some black spots.
Family RANIDAE
RANA KUHLI (Schlegel) Dun. and Bibr.
Dumeril and Bibron, Erpet. Gen. Pans, MI, p. 384,1841.
B W 10224. 10226 Ulu Langat,
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950
State of Selangor Vernon mpton)
10227-30
Malay Peninsula
Vomerine teeth in two oblique series behind the choanae; lower
jaw with two well developed tooth-like prominences in front; head
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moderate in size; snout short; canthus rostralis rounding to undeveloped; eyes large; tympanum obscure; interorbital space broader than
the upper eyelid, fingers blunt, first and second equal; toes broadly
webbed; a tarsal fold; tibio-tarsal articulation reaching the eye; a fold
above the tympanum area. Brown with dark bar between the eyes
and along the sides; two of the six specimens have a light vertebral
band. Length,average 40 mm.

Family GEKHONIDAE
GEKKO GECKO (Linnaeus)
Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., p. 250. 1758.
BYU 1023435 Ulu Langat
(US. Scrub typhus unit,
State of Selangor Vernon Tipton)
Malay Peninsula

June, 1950

Rostra1 one and one-half times as wide as high; nostril surround-

ed by two prenasals; a supranasal; the first supralabial and two or
three postnasals, sixteen supralabials and twelve infralabials; five
enlarged chin shields; juvenal specimens with conical tubercles on
the back and sides but absent from the head; twelve longitudinal
rows of low round scales, hardened by small scales; ventral scales
larger than the dorsal ones; ear naked; eyes large, head large; color
brown with light spots on the back, tail with light colored rings.
Dr. Nelly De Rooij considers Gekko gecko L. as a synomyn of
G. verticillatuc Laur.
PLATWRUS PLATYURUS (Schneider)
Schneider, Amph. Phys. 11,p. 30,1792.
B W 10212

Vlu Langat
State of Selangor
Malay Peninsula

(US. Scrub typhus unit,
Vernon Tipton)

June, 1950

Rostnun one and one-third times as wide as high; eleven supralabials, seven infralabials; mental large; two pair of chin shields;
head and dorsal body covered with small granular scales; lateral folds
between the small back scales and the large smooth, imbricate scales;
digets one-fourth webbed; six pair of larnellae under the fourth toe;
tail strongly depressed with denticdate marginal scales; seventeen
preanal and femoral pores on each side.
Grey above, whitish below. Length 118 (55
63) mm.

+

Family AGAMIDAE
DRACO QUINQUEFASCIATUS Gray
Gray, Zool. Journ. 111, p. 2l9,1827.
BW 10218 Ulu Langat
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950
State of Selangor
Vernon Tipton)
Malay Peninsula
Nostrils vertical; upper headscales small; eleven to thirteen supralabials; gular appendage of male longer than head; covered with
small scales; tympanum covered with scales; no enlarged scale above
tympanum; no caudal crest; fore leg extending to or slightly beyond
tip of snout; hind limb to elbow of adpressed front leg; greenish
brown above with darker spot throughout; wing membranes red
above, with five curved black bands as broad as the red interspaces
between them, inferiorly the black bands show through; a black band
across the neck, behind the gular appendage; small nuchal folds.
Length 257 (98
159) mm.

+

DRACO MELANOPOGON Blgr.
Boulenger, Cat. Liz. III,p. 492, 1881.
BW 10215.17 Ulu Langat
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950
State of Selangor
Vernon Tipton)
Malay Peninsula
Nostrils vertical; upper head-scales very small, keeled; eleven to
fourteen keeled supralabials; gular appendage of females two to five
mm. in length covered with small light colored scales; tympanum
naked; fore leg reaching considerably beyond tip of snout; hind limb
not reaching the axilla. Brown above w t h some irregular dark markings; wing-membrane black to brownish above with whitish spots
(preserved specimens), under surface with a bluish cast; black
around the gular appendage.
Length 233 (79 + 154), 232 (81 + 151), and 244 (83
166)

+

mm.
APHANIOTIS FUSCA (Peters)
Peters, Mon. Berl. Ac. p. 385, 1864.
B W 10236 Ulu Langat
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950
State of Selangor
Vernon Tipton)
Malay Peninsula
Rostra1 small, looks much like the supralabials; nostril in a
single scale, lateral near the tip of the snout, in contact with the first
wpralabial; head scales of various sizes and shapes, the large ones

m n g l y keeled; supralabials nine to ten; infralabials eight to nine;
tympanum scaly; dorsal and lateral scales small with large ones interspersed; ventral scales larger with sharp keels; hind limb when adpressed reaching end of snout; fifth toe not quite as long as third; tail
round and long. Color brown above, lighter below.
Length, 72 (26
46) mm., juvenal specimen.

+

GONYOCEPHALUS GRANDIS (Gray
Gray, Cat. Liz. p. 239, 1845.
B W 10214 Q Ulu Langat
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit,
Vernon 'l3pton)
10221 8 State of Selangor
Malay Peninsula

June, 1950

Rostrum twice as broad as high; canthus rostralis angular, edged
with large keeled scales; head scales variable in size, keeled; two to
four enlarged scales on each side behind occiput; tympanum naked,
smaller than the eye-opening; supralabials ten, infralabials ten; nuchal and dorsal crests in the male sub-continuous, separated by a
notch and composed of long lanceolate scales, united together except
at the tips; crest spines or scales seventeen mm. in length; dorsal and
lateral scales smaller than the ventrals, smooth; tail compressed, serrated dorsally with dark bands in the male; blackish to brown above,
light below with dark cross bands on the body and gular area; female
with a dark band behind the eyes, which nearly meet in the scapular
region. Length of female 354 (94
260) mm.; male snout to vent
149 mm., tail broken.

+

GONYOCEPHALUS BORNEENSIS (Schlegel)
Schlegel, Bijdr. tot de Dierk. I p. 6, 1848
BYU 10219-20 Ulu Langat
(U.S. Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950

State of Selangor
Vernon 'Ilpton)
Malay Peninsula
Rostra1 twice as broad as high, canthus rostralis angular with
large strongly keeled scales; head scales varying in size, strongly
keeled; tympanum naked, about one-third the size of the eye opening; supralabials ten, infralabials nine to ten. Nuchal and dorsal
crests continuous, nape spines longest, eight mm., not united together;
large sharply keeled scales intermixed with the small dorsal and
lateral ones, ventral scales large and strongly keeled; limbs and tail
with keeled scales, hind limb not reaching the tip of the snout. Tail
with brown to black bands; belly, under surface of legs and throat
yellowish, sides and head brownish with white patches; crest spines
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whitish-blue; black band just back of the small gular pouch. Length
No. 10219,289 + (90 + 190+) mm.
CALOTES CRISTATELLUS (Kuhl)
Kuhl, Bietr. Zool. Vergl. Anat. p. 108,1820.
BYU 10211 Ulu Langat
( U S . Scrub typhus unit,
State of Selangor
Vernon Tipton)
Malay Peninsula

June, 1950

Rostral one and one-half times as broad as high; canthus rostralis angular, nostril lateral, directed outward and in a single scale;
upper head scales keeled, enlarged on the supraocular region. tympanum half or more than half, diameter of orbit; gular scales keeled,
smaller than the ventral whlch are strongly keeled. No fold in front
of shoulder and gular pouch is only slightly developed, nuchal crest
composed of mne lanceolate spines, the longest one four mm. in
height; dorsal crest a low serrate ndge; one hundred keeled scales
around the middle of the body, lateral ones smallest; hind limb reaching just beyond the eye; third and fourth fingers equal in length;
tail sub-triangular at base with a few dorsal sharply keeled scales.
Color dark brown to bluish, tail broken, body length 100 rnm.
This dorsal crest is much more prominent in this specimen than
it is in the Morotai specimens, there are other differences which may
necessitate a further study of specimens from these areas.
Family SCINCIDAE
Fig. 1

LYGOSOMA (LIOLEPISMA) VIZTIGERUM Blgr.
Boulenger, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova (2) 14, p. 615,1895.
B W 10237 Ulu Langat
(US. Scrub typhus unit. June, 1950
State of Selangor
Vernon 'Npton)
Malay Peninsula
Rostral well developed one and one-half times as broad as high;
nostril in a single scale; seven supralabials, seven infralabials; lower
eyelid with a slngle transparent disk; four supraculars; ear opening
round and small; twenty-eight mid-body smooth scales; pre-anals enlarged; lamellae twenty-five under the fourth toe; limbs slender, five
toes and finger; hind limb not quite reaching the d a . A greenish
white vertebral stripe, extending from the tip to the snout the full
length of the body and tail, bordered on each side by a black band;
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Fig. 1. Pattern of head scales of Lygosma

znttlgencm Blgr.

sides and lower parts greenish white. Part of tail missing from specimen.
Family TYPHLOPIDAE
TYPHLOPS LINEATUS Boie
Boie, Isis, p. 563, 1827.
B W 10213, 11109 Ulu Langat
( U S Scrub typhus unit, June, 1950

State of Selangor Vernon mpton)
Malay Peninsula
Roseal large; nostrils inferior; nasal cleft in contact & h first
labial; four supralabials; eyes not visible, midbody scales twentytwo; tail five mm. long and six rnm. in diameter. Length 396 (391 +
5) mm.
Color blackish above due to the yellowish spots on each scale and the
blackish cross bars which give a series of longitudinal lines. Under
surface a pinkish brown.
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